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Dear Friends:

Please join me in recognizing February 25" through March 1%, 2019 as “National Invasive Species
Awareness Week” in the state of Montana.

Invasive species, including aquatic riparian and terrestrial, negatively influence the productivity, value,
management and the beauty of land and water resources in our state. The national costs that work to
prevent, monitor and control invasive species are approximately $137 billion annually, and happen to
be the second greatest threat to biodiversity.

I commend the great work that the Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) have done and will
continue to do in Big Sky Country. Their committed efforts to combat invasive species help prevent
great disruption in industry, agriculture, and tourism. Without the resources and knowledge provided
by MISC, invasive species would overrun and threaten our native plants, fish and wildlife and interfere

with ecosystems functions.

By participating in the National Invasive Species Awareness Week, Montanans can gain a better
knowledge and understanding of the real-world consequences we face from invasive species and take
action to protect our state from these threats.

I encourage all Montanans to recognize and participate in “National Invasive Species Awareness
Week” from February 25" through March 1%, 2019.

Sincerely,
STEVE BULLOCK
Governor

STATE CAPITOL « P.O.BOX 200801 = HELENA, MONTANA 59620-0801
TELEPHONE: 406-444-3111 + FAX: 406-444-5529 « WEBSITE: WWW.MT.GOV



